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ess pubescent on both sides, irregularly toothed or shallowly crenate-
seriate: petioles variable, 6-13 mm. long. Heads small, about 20-
flowered, 6 mm diam.5 in lax divaricate teimmal corymbs, with a
minute linear bract beneath each head of flowers and with small
biacts m the forks of the peduncles, flowers pinkish violet. In-
volucial biacts Imeai-lanceolate, awned, silky on the back. Pappus
white, the exterior row short, about 0.5 mm. long. Achenes 1.25 mm.
long, oblong, terete (not libbed), slightly narrowed at the base*
clothed with appressed white hairs
Distribution     Throughout  India—Tropical  Africa,  Asia  and  Australia
The plant is sweet, cold; tonic, stomachic, astringent; cuies
"* tiidosha," consumption, asthma, bronchitis—The flowers cure fevers
(Ayurveda).
The plant is used in decoction to promote perspiration in febrile
conditions, The expressed juice is given in piles.
The seeds are employed in Patna as an alexipharmic and
anthelmintie, and as a constituent of masalas for horses. In Chota
Nagpur, the whole plant is given as a remedy for spasm of the
bladder and strangury, the flowers aie administered for conjunctivitis;
the root is given for dropsy.
In Ceylon, it is used for wounds and sores, and taken internally
to promote perspiration.
This plant is considered to possess stiong diaphoretic properties,
and is generally given by vaidyans to produce perspiration m fever.
By itself, it has no antiperiodic property, but when combined with
a small dose of quinine, it appears to help the action of the latter
in malarial fevers. At Cannanore, I found that one of the vaidyans
there was treating cases of malarial fever with V. cinerea and 5 grs.
of quinine made into a bolus with lime juice administered every
morning. I tiied this method in several cases and found it to be a
nseful combination (Kornan).
Sushruta recommends the plant for the treatment of scorpion-
stmg; but it is not an antidote to scorpion-venom (Caius and Mhaskar).
Bengal: Kalajira, Kukshim, Kuksim—. Ceylon: Chitiviyarchen-
kalainir—; English: Ash-coloured Fleabane—; Ewe: Osikonu—;

